
 

 

Welcome to the Syringa Café 

A place to celebrate rivers, food, fun and friendship. 

  

In 1962  people traveling through the small hamlet of Syringa, Idaho, (named after the Idaho State 

Flower), saw some curious activity along the highway as construction began on the building you now see today.  For 

over 20 years the Syringa Café enjoyed a grand reputation and people would drive from miles around to enjoy a meal, 

or a piece of homemade pie.  The Café was sold in the early 1980’s and went through several changes of ownership 

before closing in the late 1990’s. 

 In August of 2002, Betsy Bowen and Peter Grubb, who own and operate ROW Adventures, bought the café and 

five acres to build River Dance Lodge – Idaho’s Outdoor Adventure Resort.  After an extensive remodel designed to 

keep much of the original character of the café, we opened in the spring of 2004.  Please enjoy our themed art work 

including some old black and white photos taken by Peter Grubb’s grandfather, Herman Work.  Col. Work graduated 

from Penn State in 1909 in the first class of the then-new academic discipline of Forestry.  Like many other Forestry 

graduates, he came West to work for the U.S. Forest Service in their early years from 1910 to 1914 before heading 

overseas to serve in WWI.  The photos displayed were taken on the Salmon River and in Idaho during that time. 

 After our first season operating the café we began construction of eight handcrafted log cabins, each with a deck 

and private hot tub.  We opened these in the spring of 2005.  Each cabin celebrates a particular aspect of local history 

and culture and is decorated accordingly.  We have the Paddler Cabin, Angler, Naturalist, Pioneer, Mountain Man, 

Woodsman, Lewis & Clark and Yellow Wolf.   

 Whether you stay with us or simply enjoy a meal, we welcome you to make yourself at home and enjoy our warm, 

friendly atmosphere.  Located on the banks of the Middle Fork of the Clearwater River, one of the original rivers 

protected under the 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the café is a place to celebrate rivers.  Whether you’re a 

paddler, angler, a Lewis & Clark history buff, or simply a traveler passing by, we hope you’ll enjoy our food, our staff 

and our atmosphere.  Be sure to visit our store with an excellent variety of local books and other regional topics 

including titles on the Lewis & Clark Expedition.  We also have a wide selection of local souvenirs. 

 The Corps of Discovery traveled within 15 miles of the Syringa Café in September of 1805 along the Nez Perce 

Trail, high in the mountains to the north.  Not far to the west of here, the Nez Perce welcomed and aided the members 

of the Expedition who were in such dire straits that they were eating candles to survive. 

 We invite you to enjoy your meal, celebrate with a bottle of wine from our wine list or quench your thirst with one 

of our microbrews on top or freshly brewed ice tea.  We hope you’ll also browse the library, view our artwork and 

share the warmth of the fire. 

  

Thank you for letting us serve you!  

Betsy Bowen & Peter Grubb – Owners 

Rachel Householder – Lodge Manager  Greg Smith – Executive Chef 

 



Syringa Café Mid-Week Lunch Menu 
Served 11 AM – 4 PM 

 

Gluten free bread available upon request 

 

 

Appetizers 
 

Hummus Platter 

Homemade garlic hummus, served with fresh garden vegetables, Kalamata olives and toasted pita bread  

$ 9 
 

Soup of the Day 

Soup of the day with crackers and a side salad 

$ 6 

 

 

Salads 
 

House Green Salad 

Mixed greens, onions, carrots & tomatoes with choice of dressing 

$ 6 

 

Prosciutto & Bleu Cheese Salad 

Toasted Prosciutto, crumbled blue cheese, sun dried tomatoes, candied walnuts, onions, and mixed greens with a honey Dijon 

dressing 

$ 9 

 

 

 



Sandwiches 
All sandwiches come with your choice of Potato salad, soup or potato chips  

 

 Northwest Veggie Wrap  

Spinach wrap with sprouts, cucumber, tomato, sliced button mushrooms and avocado, drizzled with a light pepper buttermilk 

ranch dressing 

$ 10 
 

Club Sandwich 

3 meats, 2 cheeses, lettuce, tomato, onion, and mayo on 9 grain bread 

$ 10 
 

Cold Ham and Cheese Sandwich 

Ham, cheddar, tomatoes, lettuce, and mayo on 9 grain bread 

$ 9 
 

Middle Fork Chicken Salad Sandwich 

Chicken, celery, onion, mayo, mustard, pickles, eggs, and paprika on 9 grain bread 

$ 9 
 

Kid’s Menu 
All kids meals come with potato chips 

 

PB & J Sandwich 
$ 4 

 

Toasted Cheese Sandwich 
$ 4 

 

Please join us for dinner! 
Every night we serve a family-style fixed menu dinner at 7pm.  We start with appetizers,  

Followed by a salad, main course and side dishes, then finish with a delectable dessert. 

Fixed menu is $25 not including alcoholic beverages, tax or gratuity. 

Reservations must be made by 3pm. 

.  



Desserts 
 

                   Slice of Huckleberry Pie                 Slice of Blackberry Pie  

                                              $ 6.25                                                                                        $ 6                                                                                                                    

                                   Ala Mode ~ Add $1                                                                Ala Mode ~ Add $1 
 

Whole Huckleberry Pie 
$ 35 

Our huckleberry pies are homemade with the same recipe since 1962.   

Huckleberries grow wild in the mountains of Idaho & Montana  

and no one has yet figured out how to cultivate them. 

So every August, along with the bears that also love their taste, 

pickers comb the Bitterroots, Cabinets and Selkirks, picking them 

and carefully removing stems and leaves for our pies. 
 

                        Ice Cream by the Scoop                    Ice Cream Floats 

                                               One Scoop ~ $ 2.50                                                          Small ~ $3.00 

                                          Two Scoops ~ $4.00                                                          Large ~ $4.00 

 

Beverages 
  

                                           Coffee (&Decaf)       Hot/Iced Tea      Hot Chocolate 

        Milk 2%     Lemonade     Assorted Sodas & Juices  ~ $2           

                      Huckleberry Lemonade                                                $3            

                                              

                                           Wine by the Glass  ~ House Red                                 $6   

           Wine by the Glass ~ House White   $6 

                  Ask for our complete wine list featuring over 50 different bottles! 
 
                                          Microbrews on tap                                             $4 .50    
                                          Bottled Microbrews                                                   $3.50 

 

 

Thank you for coming!  Have a wonderful day! 


